Sailing up the River Gambia in 1846; spending
time as the only white woman living in Monrovia
the capital of Liberia in 1849 - these were two
experiences which awaited the child born in a
rectory in County Cork, Ireland in 1820. Anna
Godwin had an adventurous spirit, a passion for
human rights, and an extended family which all
contributed to her unusual life.
The story of her life, which provides a window on
widely differing colonial societies, ends with her
death in East St Kilda in 1891. Although Anna and
husband Edward did not achieve prominence, several
of her descendants inherited her independence and
initiative and did make notable contributions to
Australian society.

This book places the particular local history of Colac
firmly within the context of Victorian history during
the colony’s first full year of responsible government.
Year of Hope takes us through the twelve months
with a factual and fascinating account of power,
religion, class and race in both this local area and the
fledgling Victorian colony.
Year of Hope: 1857 in the Colac District won a
strong commendation from the Judges in the 2007
Victorian Community History Awards. The Judges
said the book sprang from the splendid idea to isolate
one year in the life of the town. Carefully chosen
themes create a feeling of gradually moving through a
year, with its seasonal changes and new developments.

MAIL ORDER FORM
Please mail ____ copies of Anna’s Journey
at $37.00 each*
Please mail ____ copies of 1857 		
at $37.00 each*
											

Total $ _____________

Please make your cheque or postal order payable to Dawn Peel.
Print name ____________________________________________________________________________
Print postal address ______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________Postcode______________
Mail your order to
Dawn Peel, 33 Grant Street, Colac,Victoria 3250.
*Australian mail order price includes postage within Australia only. For overseas or trade orders please contact Dawn at
dawnpeel@bigpond.com or send a message to her from the website.

